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September 20, 2011

Dear Parents, Guardians and Loved Ones


WOW! We’ve been in school for almost a month now! Time sure does fly. First I would like to thank everyone for all your efforts in getting the children to school on time and ready to learn. I have five children of my own so I realize how crazy mornings can be. Great Job!!

 These past few weeks have been wonderful for me. I already feel like one of the group here at Our Lady of the Snows and that is due in large part to how welcome you, and especially the children, have made me feel. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. ;)


Let’s get down to business. Over the last few weeks we have been establishing a foundation for learning in our respective classes. We’ve been learning how to take notes, prepare for and complete tests, participate in class discussions, and what the overall expectations are for us all. We have explored new and exciting ideas in the way instruction time is utilized and looked at education as a fun and rewarding experience and not as a chore. As I explained at our open house, I like to do things a bit differently than some of us are accustomed to. I allow the students many freedoms that they are not familiar with but at the same time I expect them to be responsible enough to do their work when the curriculum calls for it. These children will be entering high school in a very short time and it is my job to prepare them for that experience. I found that if the students are given respect they return that respect most of the time. If they don’t……freedoms are revoked!

During class we do things a little differently. I encourage the students to be active in class and learn from each other in a respectful, well organized, ok…maybe not always so organized at times, enriching atmosphere. I have found that this strategy works well with my personality and how I present the materials. The students seem to be more attentive and engaged which promotes a relaxed learning environment. If the students are not engaged or interested in what we are learning it’s natural for them to tune out. We all do it! Effort is what I’m looking for from my students. If a student puts forth maximum effort they will not fail. Failure is not an option!
Subject News


Religion: We are focusing on how God inspires us to be the best we can be in all aspects of our lives. We are exploring our hearts and minds in hopes of reaching an understanding of how the Holy Spirit guides us. This, I believe, will prepare the students for the sacrament of Confirmation. Being a kid is tough, especially at this awkward age. Compassion, understanding, love and discipline are what I believe the children need. Note: There will be a confirmation parent meeting Sunday the 25th at 9am. All candidates should attend with their parents!!
Literature: The “Big Question” in literature is “What is the best way to find the truth” That is our overall focus for the next month. Our focus for the next couple weeks will be on the differences and similarities of fictional and non-fictional writing. You will be getting some homework soon where you will collaborate with your child in writing a review of a movie you both go to see. Your child will then write a creative story of their own about your movie going adventure. We will be learning how to be creative in our writing and in our thinking when we read.


Math: My main focus in math class for 7th and 8th graders is practical application. How does this math relate to me? Why do I need to know this? These are questions we hear all the time as parents and teachers. “Because I said so” isn’t always the answer. This week we are looking at graphs, patterns, and order of operations.

Social Studies: We will be focusing on maps. How to read them and why we need to know how to read them. 


Spelling: Every week we have a pretest on Monday and the final test on Friday. We also cover a chapter each week in our workbooks. This week is chap. 4. The words misspelled on the pretest will be written 5x each + used in a sentence, or written 10x each. 


My policy with all work is that the students are responsible to find out what they have missed. This applies to notes, homework, class work, quizzes and tests. Students should save all work until they receive their report cards for the quarter in case of any discrepancies. All homework is due on Friday unless noted otherwise.

Once again I would like to thank you all for welcoming me into your community and for making me feel like one of the group. If you have any questions or comments I highly encourage you to email me at olsbrzozowski@yahoo.com or phone the school and leave a message.

Thank You and May God Bless You

Mr. Brzozowski

P.S. I promise the next letter will be shorter!!
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